
Pastor’s page: “When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.” (The parable of the last judgment) 

      We must never forget our origins. Although it was not easy for our forebears to risk the 
perilous journey across unknown waters and then to create new beginnings in the country 
more complex and challenging then they may have imagined, the gospel does not permit us 
today to close ranks and make even more forbidding the journey of new immigrants to our 
nation. 

      The ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ was marked by his special love for those marginalized 
by society. Like the prophets of Israel who preceded him, he spoke out on behalf of the poor 
and disadvantaged from the very beginning of his public ministry in Nazareth, quoting the 
prophet Isaiah in the synagogue where he had been raised: “the spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” (Luke 4:18) 

      The dignity of human beings made in God’s image and likeness permeated his words and 
actions. “Love your neighbor as yourself.” “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.” “Love your enemies, pray for your persecutors…” Our US bishops have created 
beautiful pastoral letters to assist in the formation of our consciences. We do not need to 
guess what God is requiring of us when we confront contemporary moral issues through the 
lens of the gospel. They have written extensively on war and peace, on racism and anti-
Semitism, on poverty and the danger of riches, on immigration policy and human rights, on 
capital punishment, abortion and public policy. They offer Catholics a moral compass to guide 
us in the complex issues that affect our society. www.usccb.org 

      In addition, Catholic social teaching can be traced back to 1891 and Pope Leo XIII’s 
encyclical on work and the rights of workers. Since that time, most of our popes have 
published encyclicals and other writings to give us wisdom based on the Scriptures and 
applicable to modern times. Their audience is meant to be the entire human race and not 
simply the church. All people of goodwill are included. www.vatican.va  

      By the very fact of the Incarnation, we have been made sharers in the divine life of God. 
“How can we say we love God whom we cannot see, unless we love our brother (sister) 
whom we do see” -the first letter of John asks us. 

      Our bishops are united in their pushing for an urgently needed reform of our present 
immigration policy. As far back as 2002, they wrote (Welcoming the Stranger 2001) and 
collaborated with the bishops of Mexico on another pastoral letter (Strangers no longer 2003) 
advocating three responses to the presence of illegal immigrants in the United States. First, 
they call for opening citizenship for the 12 million or so illegal immigrants residing in our 
country. Second, they advocate creating a family reunification provision that would allow 
immigrants here legally, and US citizens, to bring their family members to this country. Third, 
they advocate offering an expanded guest worker program. Careful vetting of potential 
immigrants was part of their recommendation as well. 

http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.vatican.va/


      The bishops are informing our consciences out of the rich tradition of Catholic social 
teaching; teaching that has as its bedrock the dignity of every man, woman and child made in 
the image and likeness of our Creator. It is Jesus Christ, our model of authentic humanity, 
whose special love for the poor and voiceless impels us to promote, defend, and safeguard as 
he did- the lives of all God’s children.    

       From the beginning of his papacy four years ago, Francis has made the migrant seeking 
asylum a centerpiece of his pastoral concern. He wants it to be our great concern. “Our world 
is facing a refugee crisis of a magnitude not seen since the Second World War. This presents 
us with great challenges and many hard decisions. On this continent, too, thousands of 
persons are led to travel north in search of a better life for themselves and for their loved 
ones, in search of greater opportunities. Is this not what we want for our own children? We 
must not be taken aback by their numbers, but rather view them as persons, seeing their 
faces and listening to their stories, trying to respond as best we can to their situation…. “Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you.” (Address by Pope Francis to the U.S. 
Congress, September 24, 2015) 

Peace, Father Bruce 


